A. The Mansfield Amendment

The Mansfield Amendment insured that basis research projects were
terminated first, as federal priorities shifted from defense and space to-
wards "civilian" programs.

President Nixon signed the Military Procurement Authorization for
FY 1970 into law on November 19, 1969. Section 203 of that Act was the
"Mansfield Amendment." In a December 5, 1969 letter to Dr. William
D. McElroy, then-Director of NSP, Senator Mansfield said: "In essence,
it [the amendment] emphasizes the responsibility of the civilian agencies
for the long-term, basic research. It limits the research sponsored by the
Defense Department to studies and projects that directly and apparently
relate to defense needs."

This amendment had particular significance for mathematical re-
search. Before its passage, DOD and other mission agencies were sup-
porting a large number of basic research projects in mathematics. NSF
identified more than $2.2 million in DOD and other agency mathemat-
ics research projects that would "fall out" as a result of the Mansfield
Amendment.18 Dropouts in chemistry totalled $4.8 million, those in
physics $4.0 million.

Although not legally required to do so, other agencies applied the
Mansfield Amendment's mission relevance criteria to their own pro-
grams, to terminate or cut back support for basic research. In all, NSF
identified 89 principal investigators working on mission agency-funded
mathematical research who would have to either seek support elsewhere
or revise their research to "directly and apparently" relate to defense
needs. Funding for the 89 Pis totaled more than $2.2 million in FY 1969.

Congress appropriated $10 million in FY 1971 and $40 million in
FY 1972 specifically to help NSF compensate for these cutbacks. The
Foundation had estimated that about $100 million in mission agency
research would be affected by the Mansfield Amendment and that the
Foundation would receive at least $50 million worth of research proposals
as a consequence of the amendment.

The NSF Mathematics program did not benefit from these increased
appropriations. Table B-15 shows what happened to NSF funding in two

18 This was direct fallout only because of the Mansfield Amendment. Much had
been lost before it came along.
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